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 Melius Jnquirendum: 


IMPARTIAL ENQUIRY. 


Into the late Proceedings - 


— 


Againſt the Biſhops ;: 


WHEREIN: 


- The Kings Supremacy is Vindicated, ' and His Soveraign 


Authority in (matters Eccleſsaſtical ) Aſſerted againſt all 
the Popular Arguments of the Times. In a Letter to a 


Friend. 


mat 


CI ed 
—_ 


SIR,.. 


Frer along debate with my _. 
Self, and many weary Mi- 
nutes ſpent \in hearing the 


| Argument under Confidera- 
tion, banded Pro C Contra : I came to 
this Reſult, To: Examine and Enquire 
( with all the poſſible Candor and Inge» 
nuity 1 could ) into the nature and me- 
Tit of the Cauſe ({omnch noiſed in the 
World ) lately ding between the 
K nz and Seven of His Biſhops; Delibe- 
rating vpon which, 1 cafily perceived, 
Thc. thro &he Sophiſtical Iofinuations 


of ſome Deſigning men, "the 'Inadrer- 
tency of Others, and the Blind Zeal of 
an Unreaſonable Rabble ( that neither 
can, nor defire to diſtinguiſh between 
Truth and Error, in matters Sacred or 
Civil ) many a well-meaning man might 
he Impoſed upon ; for which Reaſons 


- I conceived it aDuty to Repreſent 60 you 
the 


and the World, an Impartial State 
Caſe, .both Reſpeting matter of Fa& 


. on the one fide, and the Right of Pow<« 


er Inveſted inthe Prince, on the othery 


- An Abſtrat of which, take with all the 
A .. bre-: « 


"brevity that ſo Important a Conſidera- 
Lon will Admit of : 
henlive that multitudes of His Loving 
Subjets might be Ignorant of His 
Royal lnclination to the Eſtabliſhment 
of an Univerſal Liberty of Conſcience 
( in matters meerly Religious) Not- 
withſtanding His Declaration to that 
purpoſe had been Publiſhed Twelve 
Months before, thought fit to Re- 
peat the ſame, with New and Farther 
Aſſbvrances of His Reſolutions to Ad- 
here thereunto; and ſignified His Royal 
Pleaſure to the _— that they 
ſhould Oxder the Reading thereof, by 
the Clergy of their Reſpective Dioceſſes, 
at the time-of Divine Service; to the 
end, the whole Kingdom might un- 
derſtand His Majeſty's Care of, and 
Clemency to His People in -general; 
Being a deſign ſo Heroick, and found» 
ed vpon Principles fo Primitively 
Chriſtian, that ( perhaps )no Age-can 

-parallel ja any Prince, fince Chaiſtiani- 
ty hath flouriſhed in the World : How- 

"ever, a Juno of Seven Biſhops, Petion- 
ed ( or rather Remonſtrated) to the 
King » that the Declaration,was Illegal, 

and founded vpon ſuch a Diſpenſin 

Power as might at Pleaſure ſet aſide a 

Laws : ( a heavy Charge) and that it 

was 2 pont of ſo great a Conſequence 

they could not make themſelyes ſo much 

Parties to it, as the Reading of it in 

Churches amounted to: A bitter Pill 

to be digeſted, tho an cvident and laſt- 

ivg inſtance of their implacable Enmity 
ro Liberty of Conſcience ;, how fairly ſo- 
ever guvilded wich plauſible and ſpecious 

Pretences. 

The Kine*s Soveraignty thus Ar- 
raigned, a Pamphlet ro that purpoſe 
Pric.zed ( which ſome of the Clergy 
ſhewed no ſmall diſpoſition to read in the 
room of the Declaration) the Mobile 
6feadfully poſſeſſed with the Popery of 


'Shherty of Conſcience, It {cemed high 


(0D, 


The King appre- , 


. Bench- Bar, by a Ti 


time for the King to Vindicate Himſelfy 
and therefore the Biſhops were Sum- 
moned to Appcar before him in Council, 
which they did accordingly, and-in Con- 
cluſion, owned and itood by the Paper 
preſented to the King; and being Re- 
quired to enter into a Recognizance to 
Appear and Anſwer it at Law; they 
refuſed, and were therefore from the 
Council-Board, Committed to the Tower 
of London ;, which it ſeems they were 
not a little Ambitious of, ſer as they paſ- 
ſed along they Proclaimed to thePeople 
to ſtand faſt to the Proteſtant Religion, 
as4f they had been going to Martyrdom 
for that Cauſe 3; an Ingenjous way of 
courtingthe Rabble to abet their deſign 
of promoting the Ruine of two parts 
in three of all the Proteſtants in En- 
gland; by blowing Liberry of Conſcience 
off the Stage at one blaſt : As much as if 
they had ſaid, Now gcod People look to 
it, Popery is going to be impoſed on 
you; Oppoſe it eycn to the Death: 
An infallible way to deceive the un- 
thinking Crowd ; for in the Language 
of the Ingenious Hudibr as 


When you at any thing would Rail, 
Then you makg Popery the Scale | 
To take the height ont, and explain 
To what degyee 8 1s Prophane — 


A Notion ſo naturally Swallowed by 
the hot-headed Herd, that they never 
conſider the Event ; till the violent Op- 
peration (like a doſe of Agquna-ferrss ) 
rages in their miſerable Bowels, to their 
unexpected Deſtrution. On the 15th 
day of Fene, being the Firſt day of the 
Term, they were brovght to the X:ng*s 
Corps 3; where 
cn both Sides, 


afterthe Councils de 


they Entered into a Recognizance, to 
take their Tryals on the 29th day of 
the ſame Month, which accordingly they 


did;zthe matter they were Charged with) 
was 


was, for making and Publiſhing a Falſe 
and Seditious Libel : Twelve Gentle- 
men being Sworn to Try the Iſſue; afrer 
a Long Tryal, they were on Satarday 
the z3oth of Fane aforeſaid, brought in 
Not Guilty z and the Rude Multitude 
as well at the Tryal,as Afterwards, were 
not a little nyt ar ap rn 4 > 
Hollowing;but whether it proceeded from 
the Church-of-England- Principle of Non- 
Reſiitance, 1am not able todetermine. 
One thing Il may not Omit-, That 
before the Tryal, it was an undoubt- 
ed Truth among the Loyal Church-Par- 
ty, That the Jury were pack'd, made 
up of Diſſcnters, and Perſons diſaffeted 
to the Biſhopsz and ſuch as if ir lay in 
their way, would hang them, ifit were 
for nothing but their Laun Sleeves: But 
when they brought them in NotGuilty , 
they were all Good Men and True, and 
as clean from Sin, as the Syr:an from his 
Leproſie, after he had been dipt ſeven 
times in Fordan. 
Having given you a brief Recital of 
matter of Fa, 1 will add a few words 
reſpeCting the Kings Soveraigiaty z 
whence it ſhall be manifeſt, Thar He is 
not only the Civil Head of the State, but 
the Eccleſiaſtical Head of the Spiricuali- 
ty, according to the Conſtitution of the 
Chirch-of-England, and de jure Metropo- 
lican of all England, Scotland, and Jre- 
land, and may at pleaſure, by vertue of 
his Sacred Function, be concern'd Circa 
Sacra, about Sacred Afﬀeairs; for when 
the Popes Supremacy and H2adfhip was 
Bcheaded by Henry the E:ghth,to theend 
he might be Divorced from Queen K a- 
tharing, he obtained a Statute for the cut- 
ting off all Apeals from Rome; and to 
enable the Kings Courts Spiritual and 
Temporal to determine the ſame, any 
Forreiga Inhibitions, Appeals, Senten- 
ces Summons, Cc, from the See of 
Rome,to be no Let or Impediment not- 
withſtanding. 24 Ac, 8. 12. That 


(3) 


this King Annexed all the Eccleſiaſtical 
Juriſdition to the Imperial Crown of 
this Realm, and the Pope never 'had 
greater Authority over the Church, 
then our Kings are Inveſted with, by 
Sundry ARts of Parliament ; that which 
of Old was Papa, is no other now; then 
our Kings being Pater Patrie. | 

But doth it not further appear, That 
at the Coronation of our Kings, they 
have the Ordination of Clergy- men, as 
well as the Oath of a King z otherwiſe, 
what means thoſe ſignificant words uſed 
by the Biſhop, with Union, Anthems, 
Prayers, and Impoſition of hands, and 
the ſameat the Coronation of the Prince, 
as at the Ordination of the Prelate, 
Come Holy G boſt, Eternal God, &ct And 
—_- things,the Biſhop ſays theſe 
Words, Let him obtain Favenr of the 
People, ( though the Clergy has ſhew'd 
him bur lictle of late) Like Aaron s: 
the Tabernacle, Eliſha in the Waters, Za- 
charias #n the Temple ;, Give him Peter's 
Key of Diſcipline, and Pauls Dofrines 
And in Anointing, the Biſhop further 
ſairh, Let thoſe Hands be Anointed with 
Holy Oyl, as Kings and Prophets have bren 
Anointed, and 4s Samuel. The Arch- 
Biſhop and Dean of Wiftm:nſter, putting 
the Coife on the King's Head, and on 
His Body the Surplics;, uſing this Pray- 
er, O Lord, King of Kings, and Loyd of 
Lords, &c, Yer for all this, His $u- 
premacy will be no longer allowed, than 
It runs on all fours, to the utter Extir- 
pation of all thag diſſent from our 
Church 5 and he muſt by no means 
countenance a Toleration, upon Pain of 
His Soveraignry” being called in Qncſti- 
on : And if His Majelty inſiſt upon Obe- 
dience to His Royal Authority, though 
in a matter, preſumed on all hands robe 
innocent and juſt in the Sight of God, 
and good Mens Yet to- colour the dc- 
ſign of obſtruſtivg” Liberty of Conſct- 
ence, it ſhall bcar the ignominious name 


"x 


< Popery and Arbitrary Power ; 
rye 


fay, Next unto Thee and Thy Chritt, Swu- 
pream Moderator and Governeur : If he 
diſpute our 
gitive, the Chorch Rabble, in ſpight of 
piſhve Ohedience, ſhall be Animated 
with the dreadfol Apprehenfions of Fire 
2nd Faggor, to commit all forts of Out- 
rages ; as is evident by the late Ryors, 
pon Diſcharge of the Biſhops : Aat Ce- 
far, aut nibil, The Prelates are reſol- 
ved to be Or & Oraculum, Regis & Rei- 
publice ;, and the Voice of the pretended 
Loyal Party, is, that the King's diſpen: 
fing Pawer 1s clipp'd, and Liberty of 
Conſcience has peceiveda mortal Wound, 
and is Breathing its laſt. 


Well, Gentlzmen ; whilſt there is. 
he King is ſtill, 


Life there is Hope ; 
Hezd both of Church and State z Your 


- 


_— 


etended Prelatical Prero-. 


| (4 ) | *4 
and- 
n our Work is done: ' And though we- , 
file the Kiug, God's Yice-Gerent,' and. 


own Conceflions allow*d him ſo once; *tis 
not Three-pence Difference , if upon, 
change of Circumſtances you have chang'd 
your Opinions; the better part of his 
Sobj:Cts believe it ſtill; and as long as 
h- is inveſted with a Power to Command, 
all good men will be ready to obey his 
Lawful $njynRtions 3 and (pethaps) to, 
your Shame, and 'the Confuſion of all * 
your Intrigues. *Tis net to be doubted, 
but he is ſenſible of the Indignity done 
to His Perſon and Government : How-+ 
ever; that onght to. be left to His own 
Princely Condutt. | 


Thus much I preſumed would not be 
unacceptable, of the TranſaCtions of the 
time, and the Sentiments of 


Tour Humble Servant, | 


nith Allowance. 


— 
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